
 
Proposed changes in Plant Health and Forest Reproductive Material legislation 

Between 2007 and 2008 EFNA participated in a comprehensive review carried out by private consultants on all EU Seed 

and Plant Propagating Material Directives.  Between 2009  and 2010 EFNA also participated in a comprehensive review 

of the  Common  Plant Health Regime. Reports of both reviews were published and EFNA was not alarmed by any of 

the recommendations in them. 

 In January 2012 EFNA became aware that the European Commission were proposing to amalgamate the one forestry 

directive and eleven agriculture directives on seed and plant propagating material, along with plant health, animal 

health and control directives into one new Regulation. This proposal had not appeared in either of the above reports 

but was to comply with the Lisbon Treaty which called for greater homogenisation and simplification of legislation with 

the aim of creating level playing fields throughout the  EU.  The proposal for the Regulation would be put before the 

European Council and Parliament and if adopted being a Regulation would be legally binding on all member states with 

their existing legislation being repealed. 

EFNA along with many branches of the forestry industry throughout the EU was unhappy about the proposal. The 

Forest Reproductive Material Directive came into force on 1
st

 January 2003 and simplified and homogenised the 

previous two directives.  EFNA  could not accept that there was a need for the fundamental change and asked for a 

meeting with DG Sanco (Health and Consumers) to hear further details.  Since March EFNA has had four meetings with 

DG Sanco the last of which was on June 9
th

 in Venlo, Holland at the 2012  annual meeting.  

Mr Eric Poudelet Director Safety in the Food Chain from DG Sanco made a presentation and explained the reasons 

behind the proposals from DG Sanco and outlined the main elements.   Although EFNA members were unhappy about 

the whole concept, the one area which worried them most was the proposal that in future the cost of control 

operations would be fully recoverable.  At present most member states choose not to charge for control and 

inspections as they regard certification of origin as vital for the long term sustainability of their forests, although there 

are a few who already have full recovery of costs. 

It is likely that if full cost recovery is introduced across the EU there would be a significant increase in cost to the end 

user of plants unless some other means of recovering the cost could be found. 

EFNA is aware also that some important changes to the Community Plant Health Regime involving among other things, 

Plant Passports and quarantine measures will be proposed. 

EFNA was informed that DG Sanco’s proposal would not be available in its final form until late in the year and that it 

would be put before the European Council and Parliament in early 2013.  EFNA regards this as an impossibly short time 

to consider the full implications of the new Regulations, in order that if necessary it can lobby against the proposals at 

the European Parliament. 

This short note is to make practitioners aware of the fairly imminent arrival of a proposal from Europe to introduce a 

totally new Regulation, binding on all member states, so that when it comes it will not be a total surprise.   EFNA was 

able to obtain an assurance from Mr Poudelet that a copy of the draft proposal would be made available at the first 

available opportunity.  This might give the industry a few extra weeks to study the proposals.  
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